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EDITORIAL TEAM: 
 

Liz Francis 

Fiona Agassiz 

Len Fryatt 

Helen Burgess 

Tel:  07825 017056  

 

Next edition: 

December/January 

2014.  All contributions 

by 30th November 

2013 please. 
 

STOP PRESS 

Please send all contri-
butions to Liz at: 
GreatWarleyLychgate 
@yahoo.co.uk 

 
LYCHGATE BY EMAIL 

We are pleased that 
88 of our readers 
now receive their 
Newsletter as a pdf 
file via email.   
 
If you have email and 
would like your 
Lychgate hot off the 
press (with all colour 
photographs) please 
let us know so we can 
reduce our printing 
costs.   
 
If you would like a 
printed copy then 
please let us know as 
we deliver all round 
the village. 
 

 

GREAT WARLEY LYCHGATE 

 October/November 2013 

 

Village News 

St. Mary’s - Our Beautiful Church 

The lovely photo above of St Marys was taken recently by my cousin 
Robin who happened to pop into the church one afternoon when he 
drove past and saw it was open.  We have been allowed to use it on 
the new church website which we would love you all to visit at 
www.stmarygreatwarley.weebly.com.  We would also be pleased if 
anyone has any photographs (recent or from days of old) which we 
could put onto the web site.  If you do please email them to me at 
greatwarleylychgate@yahoo.co.uk.  If you don’t have digital photo-
graphs, you can get them to me by post and I can scan them then 
publish them for you.  If anyone wants to leave any comments on the 
website, there is also a blog page which is where anyone can leave 
notes for everyone else to read. 
The Lychgate newsletters can also be downloaded from the church 
website so if any friends ask you please pass this information on.  We 
hope you will all enjoy it!!  
                      Liz 
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VILLAGE NEWS 

 

 

Great Warley Conservation Society 
There will be a General Meeting of the Great War-
ley Conservation Society on Thursday, 10th Octo-
ber at 8.00pm in the Rectory Hall.  Members 
should receive their agendas at about the same 
time as this issue of the Lychgate.  New residents 
will be particularly welcome – Please phone Fiona 
(230436) with any enquiries, or just come along.  
Various village matters will be discussed, and the 
meeting will as usual be followed by a glass of 
wine and a social time. 
 

Harvest Supper 
St Mary’s Church and the Great Warley Conserva-
tion Society are jointly organising the village har-
vest supper this year.  It will be held at the Rectory 
Hall on Saturday, 12 October, 6.30 – 9.00pm.  Eve-
ryone in the village is invited. 
Tickets will cost £7.50 per person, with all food, 
wine and soft drinks included.  The main course 
will be a selection of  sizzling hot casseroles, fol-
lowed by a selection of mouth-watering desserts. 
Please get your tickets from Fiona (230436) as 
soon as possible, and definitely by Thursday, 10th 
October, letting her know of any special dietary 
requirements. There will be a vegetarian casserole 
for those who indicate that they would prefer this. 
The meal will be followed by a short presentation 
about the history of Great Warley from Anglo-
Saxon times to the present day.  How much do 
YOU know about our very special village? 
We look forward to welcoming you on 12 October. 
 

WI 
Great and Little Warley WI group meets on the 
second Tuesday of each month at Little Warley 
and Childerditch village hall, Magpie Lane at 2pm.  
New ladies are always welcome to come along.  
Please call Jenny Wright on 01277 220085 for more 
information.    
The September meeting started with some sad 
news of the passing of our long standing commit-
tee member Babs Stoddart.  Babs had been ill for 
some time but fulfilled her duties right up till the 
end. 
The speaker this month was Norman Jacobs from 
Clacton, who entertained us with his stories of the 
great times he and his parents spent at Butlins 
holiday camp.  

 

 
 

 
Conservation Area Sign 

Towards the end of 2012 the Great Warley Conser-
vation Area was extended down Great Warley 
Street to include the de Rougemont Manor and 
several associated properties. 
An application has now been submitted to Brent-
wood Council’s planning department to move the 
sign from its present position just south of the 
village green to south of the cream-painted wall of 
the de Rougemont Manor. 

 

Brentwood Local Development Plan 
Consultation 

Every household in the village received a letter in 
July about the Brentwood Local Plan 2015 – 2030 
(see last edition of the Lychgate). Responses are 
needed by 2 October.  For more information, 
please see the planning pages of the Council’s 
website at www.brentwood.gov.uk/localplan, or 
borrow hard copies of the document from Len 
(220206) or Fiona (230436).  If you have strong 
views, it is essential that you take part immediate-
ly. 
The main proposal which directly affects Great 
Warley Village is the possible creation of the 
Brentwood Enterprise Park at Codham Hall, on 
areas both north and south of the A127.  Christo-
pher Padfield will attend the Conservation Society 
meeting on 10 October to outline this proposal, 
and responses from that meeting will still be con-
sidered. 
 

Remembrance Sunday 
We shall be welcoming the Warley Cadets led by 
Gary Buckell to our service which starts at 10.45, 
so that we can keep The Silence for 2 minutes at 
11.00. After the service there will be a short cere-
mony and laying of the wreath at the war memori-
al on the village green. This should be at 
about  12.15. We look forward to a good turnout as 
the 100 year anniversary approaches.  
 

Reporters Needed 
The Lychgate would very much like to ask whether 
there are any budding reporters out there who 
might like to investigate articles from the village 
and write up the stories for our newsletter.  No 
age restriction, just an interest in local events and 
people are required.  Surely a great thing for your 
CV!  Email greatwarleylychgate@yahoo.co.uk if 
you might be interested and have time to do this. 

http://www.brentwood.gov.uk/localplan
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VILLAGE RESIDENTS’ ARTICLES 

 

 

Those who know me know I’m a gadget girl!   I 
love anything that makes life easier as I am not 
partial to hard work!  I am also addicted to dogs 
and we usually have two at a time.  Occasional-
ly over the years we have owned 4 in the last 40 
years!  Now there’s just the one, an adorable 
dumb white blond called ‘Tinkerbell’ who’s 
deadly when she gets an obsession!  To begin 
with life was not easy.   She was the only one of 
the many dogs we have had, who liked to es-
cape and was particularly partial to next door’s 
garden.  But there is a problem.   Next door 
have cats!  Those cats are not happy to share 
their territory with a dog, however adorable 
looking - even one who promises faithfully not 
to try to chase them!   Added to that, their own-
ers were not partial to unexpected visits by a 
strange dog – one who might just leave a 
whoopsee on their immaculate lawns or path-
ways.  They have such a spectacular garden that 
a little whoopsee would stand out!  Or be stood 
on! 

Anyway Tinkerbell wasn’t having any of it – 
whoopsee or not she made her way into the 
forbidden garden, was caught and returned or 
rather her owner was summoned to collect 
her.  But she loved that garden even more than 
her own and persisted!   She became the bur-
rower from hell!  Where there was a fence, she 
would burrow.  Eventually her persistence paid 
off and ‘Bingo’ she found herself in the forbid-
den garden!  The equivalent to Beatrice Pot-
ters’  ‘Mr McGregor ‘ would ring to say, ‘She’s 
here again’.  I would walk round, tail between 
my legs and apologise profusely!   The night-
mare was set to continue. Whenever possible, 
Tinkerbell, an opportunist  would get next 
door.   What’s wrong with our garden?  She took 
it as her mission in life to burrow her way into 
next door’s garden!  

One day the friendly but long suffering neigh-
bours made a suggestion!   They had just got 
back from Australia and had seen it there.   It 
was a gadget and I was up for it!   They de-
scribed something similar to a cattle grid for 

dogs!  It sounded horrible!  A wire would sur-
round our perimeter  and the dogs (we had 
two back then)  would wear collars containing a 
battery and a sensor.   The collar would pick 
up a signal if they came too close to the 
wire  and give them a tiny little electric 
shock !  It sounded horrible - but would it be 
effective?  Gadget Girl looked into it and before 
you could say ‘Jack Robinson’, I was on 
the internet and then on the phone to the near-
est stockist of an Australian Dog fence 
called  ‘Dogwatch’ - Hidden fences.  

It seems like no time between contact and fit-
ting the fence and I have never looked 
back!  Well I have and am amazed at how essen-
tial it has become over the last four years.  Every 
so often the batteries need changing and a little 
'mistake' happens!  Apart from that it has 
worked brilliantly.  So I love my dog, my dog 
loves our garden now and the next door neigh-
bours cats  now have their  garden to them-
selves!  If you have a gadget, you love and 
couldn’t do without, why not tell Great Warley 
residents via ‘Lychgate.’ 

                          Val Mullooly 
 

‘All About My Great Warley House’ Project 

It seems that everyone has a tale to tell 
about their house in the village and as we all 
know the village dates back quite a long 
way so there is probably much history to be 
uncovered.  I am very keen to make a collec-
tion of the history of all the houses in the 
village and so we are starting a project to 
collect this information.  If you would like to 
tell us about your house that would be won-
derful!  Please send it to me at great-
warleylychgate@yahoo.co.uk.  We will col-
lect all the articles together and hopefully 
make them into some sort of publication - 
maybe as an addendum to the Church web-
site or another website, or even a book!  We 
are open to suggestions for this.  We would 
like information about when the house was 
built, even a picture, and a short history if 
possible.                 Liz 

Gadget Girl 
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Harvest Festival,  
Sunday 6th October 

Harvest Festival is an 
important landmark in 
the Church calendar. 
Please join us for it. 
Decorating the church 
will take place on Friday 
4th and Saturday 5th Oc-
tober, starting at 
10.00am.   Please con-
tact Eileen Fife (224195) 
if you can help, or to do-
nate flowers or produce.  
The Rectory Hall will also 
be spring cleaned on Sat 
5th October – again, all 
help will be very grate-
fully received. 

 

Advertising for a new vicar for Warley and 
Great Warley. 

An advertisement has now been placed in the 
Church Times and on line for a new Priest in 
Charge for the joint parishes of Warley and 
Great Warley.  The two church councils have 
worked hard to produce a comprehensive 
‘Parish Profile’ to attract suitable candidates.   
We understand that some enquiries have al-
ready been received. 
Two representatives from St Mary’s Parochial 
Church Council, together with two from Christ 
Church, have been appointed to short list the 
applicants and then to interview prospective 
candidates.  They would like suggestions about 
questions to be asked during the interviews.  If 
you have a suggestion, please write it down 
and leave it at the back of the church.  It can be 
anonymous if you would prefer this. 
We hope to know by the beginning of Decem-
ber who our next priest in charge will be. We 
pray for a successful outcome. 

 

 
CHURCH NEWS 

ST. MARY THE VIRGIN  

Date Time Service 

29 September 8:00am 
11:00am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Prayer 

6 October 11:00am Harvest Festival, 
Communion and 
Baptism 

13 October 
 

8:00am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Prayer 

20 October 11.00am Holy Communion 

27 October 
 

8:00am 
11:00am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Prayer 

3 November 11:00am Holy Communion 

10 November 8:00am 
10:45am 

Holy Communion 
Remembrance  
Service & Laying of 
Wreath 

17 November 11:00am Holy Communion 

24 November 8:00am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Prayer 

1 December 11.00am Holy Communion 

8 December 8:00am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Prayer 

Clergy Vacant post   

Church wardens Helen Burgess 01277 227557 helen.burgess1@gmail.com 

  Fiona Agassiz 01277 230436 fionaagassiz@hotmail.com 
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VILLAGE ARTICLES 

line of houses stretching north of the Horse 
and Groom down the road towards Brent-
wood, surely a fiction at this early date? 
 
If you have a Warley token it might be worth 
more than an old sovereign; a token was re-
cently sold on e-bay for £24. So, why not have 
a rummage through those old drawers? 
 
Bibliography: “Warley Magna to Great War-
ley”, George Harper, n.d. ca. 1985, pp.86-87.  

Richard Osborn 

Brentwood Operatic Society 
 

Do come along to support your local operatic 

society in their forthcoming production at the 

Brentwood Theatre from 15-19 October, with 

ticket prices from £13.  This is a very enter-

taining show with foot tapping tunes, and 

some great dancing!!  In case you have ever 

fancied treading the boards, we are always 

looking for new members visit www.brentwood

-operatic.com.  For tickets please call Valerie 

01277 223710 or after 1 October the theatre 

directly on 01277 200305. 

     
A Ha’pence for Warley 

 
For those of you who are interested in metal 
detecting or perhaps have a few old sover-
eigns put by, it may come as a surprise to 
learn that Warley once had its own coin.  
 
Among the 17th century Essex tokens there 
can be found examples from Brentwood, 
Hornchurch and even Brook Street. These 
were farthings, halfpennies and pennies, is-
sued between about 1649 and 1671, mainly by 
local traders due to a dearth of nationally-
issued small coinage after the Civil Wars. It is 
thought that they were accepted over a wid-
er area than the places they were issued 
from, so it is highly likely that some of the 
Brentwood tokens circulated in Warley. How-
ever Great Warley was clearly not large 
enough to merit a token of its own. 
 
The Warley token is an eighteenth century 
one, issued in connection with what later be-
came Warley Barracks. One side shows the 
Prince of Wales’ feathers with his Welsh mot-
to “Ich Dien” (‘I Serve’) making it rather like a 
modern 2p. piece (see below). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The other face is a not unflattering portrait of 
the Prince himself, later George IV. To con-
nect the token with Warley you have to read 
the edge which is inscribed: “WARLEY 
CAMP”. It would nice to imagine Dr. Johnson, 
visiting the camp on Warley Common and 
commenting on the “wonderful celerity” of 
the musketeers, and perhaps carrying a cou-
ple of Warley Camp ha’pennies in his pocket.  
Alas, the token is dated 1794, not 1778. There 
is plan of the 1794 camp in George Harper’s 
book, which curiously suggests an unbroken 
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DIARY DATES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 
September: 

25 Wednesday 10-12: Drop in coffee morning.  

(Call Liz for details 07825 017056) 

 

October: 

6 Sunday 11am: Harvest festival service at St. 

Marys 

8 Tuesday 2pm: WI meeting at Childerditch Vil-

lage Hall 

10 Thursday 8pm: Great Warley Conservation So-

ciety General Meeting in the Rectory hall  

12 Saturday 6.30pm: Harvest Supper at Rectory 

Hall.  All welcome - please speak to Fiona or Helen if 

you would like to attend this (see page 4) 

23 Wednesday 1pm: Ladies lunch at Izumi – all wel-

come.  Call Pat for details 220206 

28 Monday 10am: Drop in coffee morning (contact 

Liz for details) 

 

November: 

10 Sunday 10.45am: Remembrance service at St. 

Marys then wreath laying at the War Memorial.  

12 Tuesday 2pm: WI meeting at Childerditch Vil-

lage Hall 

29 Friday 10-12: Drop in coffee morning (contact  

Liz for details 07825 017056) 

 

Announcements  
Baptisms 
1st September Bobby and Emma Love, children 
of Darren and Angela 
 

‘Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation’  
 
  

Weddings 
31st August  Adam Dolan and Abbie Grossmith 
7th September Gary Buckell and Rachel Rose 

 

"Eternal God, in holy marriage you make your 
servants one"  

 

Funeral   
8th August  Pamela Ottley  

 

"O God we give back to you, those whom you 
gave to us"  

 

Ursuline Preparatory School 
Brentwood, Essex 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ursuline Preparatory School is an Independent Catho-
lic day School  for children from 3 to 11  years of age of all 
denominations and faiths.  The School is located in a large 
Georgian house on  the outskirts of Brentwood within easy 
reach of the  M25 and other major roads.  We offer our 
children a happy and caring  environment and encourage 
excellence in all areas of school life. For further infor-
mation and a detailed  prospectus  please contact:                               
Mrs. P. Wilson. (MSc) Headteacher.   
Telephone No. 01277 227152 
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OUR SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

HATCH ROOFING  SERVICES 

 

 

 

 

 

SLATING * TILING* 

THREE LAYER HIGH *  

PERFORMANCE FELT* UPVC  

FASCIAS AND SOFFITS * GUTTERING 

*  

LEADWORK  TO  

PERIOD BUILDINGS *  

NEW OR REPAIR WORK  

 

CALL  BRIAN FOR FREE  EXPERT  

ADVICE & QUOTATION   

NO JOB TOO SMALL  

01277 824309;  07753 838836 

The Thatcher's Arms Public House, 
Great Warley, 01277 233535. 

 

Dating from the 15th century, offers a relaxed 
and friendly atmosphere serving home-cooked 

pub food and a fine selection of ales including 
a range locally sourced 

from Brentwood Brewery.  
                        

Breakfast Special avail-
able daily  
(Tea/Coffee/Toast & 
Jam ) for just £2.95.   
 
We also cater for  
Private Parties  

25% discount per booking on Food  
Orders Only every TUESDAY night  

from 6pm on presentation of this voucher. 

  

DATE   
USED:       
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OUR SPONSORS 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brentwood  Community Print 
 
Once again we would like to thank the staff at 
Brentwood Community Print who produce our 
newsletter in rapid time and to such a high quali-
ty. 
They are very competitively priced and we would 
urge you to use them for any photocopying, or 
printing of invitations, programmes, brochures, 
letterheads and similar. 
They can be contacted on 01277 849021 - speak 
to Tim or Tony.  Their email address is info@ 
brentwoodcommunityprint.org.uk.  They are well 
worth contacting and we are sure you won’t be 
disappointed by the work of this lovely group of 
people! 


