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EDITORIAL TEAM: 
 

Liz Francis 

Fiona Agassiz 

Len Fryatt 

Helen Burgess 

Tel:  07825 017056  

 
STOP PRESS 

Next edition: 

Feb/Mar 2015.   

Please send all contri-

butions by 31.01.15 to  

GreatWarleyLychgate 

@yahoo.co.uk 
 

LYCHGATE BY EMAIL 

96 of our readers 
now receive their 
Newsletter as a pdf 
file via email.   
If you have email and 
would like your 
Lychgate hot off the 
press (with all colour 
content) please let us 
know so we can re-
duce our printing 
costs.   
If you would like a 
printed copy then 
please also let us 
know as we deliver all 
round the village. 
 

The Editorial team 
would like to wish 
all our readers a 
Merry Christmas 
and offer best 
wishes for 2015! 

 

GREAT WARLEY LYCHGATE 

December / January 2015 

 

Remembrance Sunday 

We laid 36 poppies around the base of the village memo-
rial to remember the fallen from Great Warley in the two 
World Wars, and those young men from the Anglian 
Regiment to die in Afghanistan.  Cpl Jack Wyles, repre-
senting the Warley cadets laid a wreath on behalf of the 
village and the cadets during our short ceremony at the 
memorial when we were accompanied by Colin Hawkins 
on the accordion, and led by Rev Rob Binks. 
Remembrance Sunday had begun with the service at 
church when we had heard the Last Post and Reveille 
played from the organ, observed the 2 minutes silence 
and heard the names from our memorials, and those 
who had died in Afghanistan. It was a reflective and 
moving service attended by almost 50 people, of all ag-
es, including representatives of the Warley cadets.  

Helen Burgess 
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VILLAGE NEWS 

 

 

Conservation Society News 
The Conservation Society’s Christmas 
Party will take place on Friday, 12 Decem-
ber at 7.30pm in the Rectory Hall.  Tickets 
cost just £5 per head (children free), and 
there will be a raffle in aid of the Ladder-
back Kids. Raffle prizes will be most wel-
come.  All food will be provided – just 
bring yourselves and your preferred tipple 
and glasses. 
This is always a popular event, so please 
tell Fiona (230436, or email fionaagas-
siz@hotmail.com) as soon as possible 
how many people will be in your party.  
We need to know definite numbers by 
lunchtime on 10 December.  
 New village residents will be particularly 
welcome, and if you have not yet joined 
the Conservation Society and would like 
to do so, please contact Len on 220206, 
or email len.fryatt@gmail.com. 
 

Warley Place 
The new information centre at Warley 
Place has now been erected in the walled 
garden, paid for by a very generous bene-
factor.  We are aiming to fill it with inter-
esting display boards before the start of 
our Open Weekends.  These begin at the 
end of February, but you are welcome to 
walk round Warley Place at any time 
(without your canine friends).  Some 
snowdrops should be flowering in Janu-
ary, before the next issue of the Lychgate 
appears on your doorsteps or in your 
email boxes. 
Warley Place logs are available at very 
competitive prices, when ordered from 
Fiona (230436). 

 
Churchyard Working Party 

A grand total of seventeen people gathered 
at St Mary’s church on the morning of Satur-
day 29 November to work in the churchyard.  

 
The volunteers were a mixture of the church 
congregation and members of the Conserva-
tion Society, and we are really grateful to 
them all. 
Three of these volunteers cleaned inside the 
church, while most of the others swept up 
huge volumes of leaves, both in the church-
yard and in the car park.  Alan Sharp did a 
great job pruning the yew bushes near to the 
church door, and David Fife organised a big 
bonfire to get rid of all the pruned branches.  
Everyone enjoyed a cup of coffee and a short 
rest in the middle of the morning. 
The weather was perfect, dry and sunny, with 
only a small breeze.  The church, the church-
yard and the car park all looked smart by the 
end of the session, although not all of the 
leaves have yet fallen. 
Very, very many thanks to everyone who gave 
up their morning to help.  One relative who 
came to visit a family grave during the morn-
ing was most appreciative of all our efforts.  A 
tidy churchyard is much valued by both family 
members and church visitors. 

 
Mascalls Lane Planning Application 

There is a small area of land which has 
been classed as Green Belt in Mascalls 
Lane on which there have in the past been 
several development applications , the latest 
of which has been refused by Brentwood Bor-
ough Council Planning Authority. The pro-
posed plan was for 11 houses and flats with 
direct access from a small cul de sac onto 
Mascalls Lane adjoining Carmel an existing 
house. The land used to contain trees and 
bushes but has now been partly cleared by 
the Developer who have  appealed the re-
fusal , to the Planning Inspectorate. 
The Great Warley Conservation Society will be 
submitting  an objection on the loss of this 
section of Green Belt land and expressing 
concern that allowing this Appeal will open 
the door for further demands on Mascalls 
Lane and  our countryside.  

Len Fryatt 

mailto:fionaagassiz@hotmail.com
mailto:fionaagassiz@hotmail.com
mailto:lenfryatt@gmail.com


3  

 

 
 

READERS ARTICLES 

 

Paul Carter 
We are sad to announce that Paul Carter, the 
owner of Warley Place, has died of cancer at 
the age of 63.  We send our condolences to 
his wife Linda and to the rest of his family. 
The Warley Place estate was bought by Paul’s 
grandfather in 1938.  His aim was to build an 
up-market housing estate on the site.  The 
first set of plans were rejected early in 1939 by 
Brentwood Council, and a second set were 
drawn up, but then the war intervened, and 
after the war the green belt policy meant that 
the site could not be used for building.  The 
house was pulled down in 1939, partly in prep-
aration for the expected new estate and part-
ly because it was in such a dilapidated condi-
tion that it had become dangerous. The con-
servatory was left standing. 
The estate then passed to Paul’s father, Nor-
man Carter.  He was a keen volunteer for the 
Essex Naturalists Trust (now the Essex Wild-
life Trust).  In 1977 Norman offered Warley 
Place to the Trust to be a nature reserve, with 
a ten year lease. 
Further short leases followed, and in due time 
Paul inherited Warley Place.  In 2002,  after 
some complicated negotiations, he signed a 
99 year lease with the Essex Wildlife Trust.  
We will always be grateful to him for this ar-
rangement. No money is involved. Because 
we have such a long lease we have been able 
to do major projects such as refurbishing the 
conservatory, rebuilding the terrace and the 
walls around the walled garden, and erecting 
our new information centre. 
Although he lived in Gloucestershire, Paul al-
ways maintained a keen interest in Warley 
Place.  He visited us at least once every spring 
to help for a day during the Open Weekends.  
He came at other times too, and he enjoyed 
talking to the wardens and other volunteers.  
He received the minutes of the Warley Place 
management committee meetings, and he 
often made helpful suggestions. 
The ownership of Warley Place has now  
 

passed to Paul’s son, and we are looking for-
ward to meeting him in the spring. He is hop-
ing to carry on the tradition of helping the vol-
unteers for a day at peak daffodil time. 

   Fiona Agassiz 
 

BRENTWOOD/MONTBAZON  
TOWN TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

This year we are celebrating our 20th anni-
versary, and are always keen to recruit new 
members.  You do not have to speak French 
to become a member, just have an interest 
in French culture and a desire to make new 
friends, both here and in France. 
We hold regular social and/or fundraising 
events, with an occasional French conversa-
tion evening – any level welcome.  Every 
two years we visit the lovely town of Mont-
bazon, near Tours, in the Loire Valley area, 
and in the alternate years we receive a 
group from Montbazon here in Brentwood.   
If you would like to find out more about the 
association, please contact me at Brent-
woodfrench@gmail.com or visit our web-
site www.Brentwoodfrenchtwinning.com 
We hope to hear from you soon! 

Judith Ripley                                                                                                        

Administrative Secretary 

 

Moving on 

The village has recently said goodbye to 

Rosemary and Dan from Wellmead who in 

the past have done so much, both for War-

ley Place and the Conservation Society.  The 

Warley Place volunteers were very kindly 

invited to hold Ellen Willmott's 150th birth-

day party at Wellmead (her prized rose gar-

den) which was a real highlight and all the 

volunteers were very grateful.  

We would like to send Rosemary and Dan 

our very best wishes.  

mailto:brentwoodfrench@gmail.com
mailto:brentwoodfrench@gmail.com
http://www.Brentwoodfrenchtwinning.com


4  

 

Christmas at St Mary’s 
 

Do come and celebrate Christmas at Great 
Warley Church.  The church  is always beau-
tifully decorated by the congregation who 
give their time so freely and the services 
are always very special. 
 
There are a variety of events this year, so 
hopefully there will be something to appeal 
to all! 
 
Saturday 13th December 7.30pm  
Times and Seasons Chamber Choir Christ-
mas concert.  Tickets £5 each from Helen. 
 
Sunday 21st December 5pm   
Carols by candlelight 
 
 

Wednesday 24th December 5.30pm 
Christingle service 
 
Wednesday 24th December 11.30pm  
Midnight Communion by candlelight 
 
Thursday 25th December 11.00am 
Christmas Communion   

 

Announcements 
Wedding 
11th November  
Colin Hitchcock and Celia Thomson  
 
Funeral 
24 th October  
John Richard Palmer from Bulphan  

 
CHURCH NEWS  - WWW.STMARYGREATWARLEY.WEEBLY.COM 

ST. MARY THE VIRGIN  

Date Time Service 

7 December 8.00am 
11:00am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Prayer 

14 December 11.00am Holy Communion 

21 December 
 
 

8.00am 
11.00am 
5.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Morning Prayer 
Candlelit Carol Service 

24 December 
 

5.30pm 
11.30pm 

Christingle Service 
Holy Communion 

25 December 11.00am Christmas Communion 

28 December 11:00am Holy Communion 

4 January 
 

8:00am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Prayer 

11 January 11:00am Holy Communion 

18 January 8.00am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Prayer 

25 January 11:00am Holy Communion 

1 February 8.00am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Prayer 

Clergy Robert Binks 01277 220428 Rob.binks@me.com 

Church warden Helen Burgess 01277 227557 helen.burgess1@gmail.com 

For visits and guided tours Fiona Agassiz 01277 230436 fionaagassiz@hotmail.com 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Children In Need 
 
Ursuline Prep Children dressed as Super-
heroes this week in support of the BBC 
Children in Need Appeal.  Every Child paid 
£2.00 to come to school as their favourite 
Superhero and the resulting donation was 
over £400.  This was raised to support the 
appeal which helps children worldwide 
who are a lot less fortunate. All the Prep 
children enjoyed the day and head teach-
er, Pauline Wilson, was delighted with the 
donation given by the school.  

     

Harvest Festival 
 
Recently, the Ursuline Prep Children cele-
brated their Harvest Festival.  Father Ja-
cob, a Franciscan Friar from the Canning 
Town Friary, took a mass at which he was 
presented with gifts of food and toilet-
ries, (by the children).  The gifts were for 
distribution to the poor and homeless in 
London and for use in their daily soup 
kitchen run by the Friary.  Father Jacob 
was delighted with the Harvest gifts and 
thanked the children on behalf of the 
needy recipients.  

Ursuline Preparatory School 
Brentwood, Essex 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ursuline Preparatory School is an Independent 
Catholic day School  for children from 3 to 11  
years of age of all denominations and faiths.  The 
School is located in a large Georgian house on  the 
outskirts of Brentwood within easy reach of the  
M25 and other major roads.  We offer our children 
a happy and caring  environment and encourage 
excellence in all areas of school life. For further 
information and a detailed  prospectus  please con-
tact:                               
Mrs. P. Wilson. (MSc) Headteacher.   
Telephone No. 01277 227152 

Brentwood  Community Print 
 

Once again we would like to thank 
the staff at Brentwood Community 
Print who produce our newsletter in 
rapid time and to such a high quality.  
They can be contacted on 01277 
849021 - speak to Tim or Tony.  Their 
email is info@ 
brentwoodcommunityprint.org.uk.   
The Keys, Eagle Way, Warley 
CM133BP 
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OUR SPONSORS 

 

 

 

HATCH ROOFING SERVICES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SLATING * TILING* 

THREE LAYER HIGH *  

PERFORMANCE FELT* UPVC  

FASCIAS AND SOFFITS * GUTTERING *  

LEADWORK  TO  

PERIOD BUILDINGS *  

NEW OR REPAIR WORK  

 

CALL  BRIAN FOR FREE  EXPERT  

ADVICE & QUOTATION   

NO JOB TOO SMALL  

 

01277 824309:  07753 838836 

The Thatcher's Arms Public House, 
Great Warley, 01277 233535. 

 
Dating from the 15th 
century, offers a relaxed 
and friendly atmosphere 
serving home-cooked 
pub food and a fine se-
lection of ales including 
a range locally sourced 
from Brentwood Brew-
ery.  

                        

Breakfast Special 

available daily  

(Tea/Coffee/Toast & Jam ) for just £2.95.   

 

We also cater for Private Parties  

25% discount per booking on Food  

Orders Only every TUESDAY 

night  

from 6pm on presentation of this 

voucher. 

  

DATE   
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DIARY DATES, READERS LETTERS 

Dates for your Diary 
 

December: 
5 Friday 10-12: Sewing Bee at the Rec-

tory Hall.  Call Liz 07825 017056 for info 

9 Tuesday 2-4: WI at Childerditch Vil-

lage Hall (Jenny 01277 220085) 

10 Wednesday 1pm: Pat’s Ladies Christ-

mas Lunch at De Rougemont Manor 

(220206) 

12 Friday 7.30: GWCS Christmas Party 

at the Rectory Hall (Fiona 230436) 

13 Saturday 7.30: Times and Seasons 

Chamber Choir Christmas concert.  Tick-

ets £5 each from Helen 227557 
 

January: 
9 Friday 10 - 12: Sewing Bee contact 

Liz for details 07825 017056 

13 Tuesday 2-4: WI at Childerditch Vil-

lage Hall (Jenny 01277 220085) 
 

 

Readers Letters 
I thought I would let you all know about a 
garage off the beaten track which we have 
started to use for car services and MOTs.  It 
is in Nags Head Lane and I have actually 
driven past it many hundreds of times over 
the years, but after moving to Warley we 
really needed somewhere more local than 
the other side of Brentwood to take our 
cars to for servicing and such like.  I decid-
ed to take a drive down the little track and 
it turns out that the garage is not just for 
commercial vehicles (as the sign on the 
road might have you believe) but there are 
a couple of really nice chaps down there 
who are very helpful.  They seem to be fair-
ly priced and so far have done a great job 
looking after the cars.  Maybe you can give 
them a try next time your MOT is due!  

     Liz Francis 

 

And finally… 
Donations  
Knock on the door. 
"Hello sir, would you like to contribute some-
thing to the old folks home?" 
"Yes, actually." Beams the old man. 
"Inge, put your jacket on and pack a suitcase!" 
 

Neighbours  
"The new neighbours are so in love," remarks 
Susan to her husband, "he hugs her, kisses her 
and strokes her hair. Why don't you do that?" 
"Because I don't know her that well." 
 

Hope  
Wife: "What are you doing?" 
Husband: "Nothing." 
Wife: "What do you mean nothing? You've 
been staring at our marriage certificate for 
over an hour!" 
Husband: "Yea, I'm checking the expiration 
date." 
 

Death  
After Bob died, everyone gathered at his funer-
al. Then the minister started to speak: "He was 
a model husband, a decent man, a terrific fa-
ther.." 
The widow then makes a motion for her son to 
come to her. 
"What is it mother?" he whisper. 
"Dear, go check the casket, I think we're at the 

wrong funeral..."              Barbara James 
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OUR SPONSORS 


