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Dates for your Diary 
 

If you live in Great Warley and have never ventured out to a village 
event, why not do so this spring and come along to join in with one 
(or more!) of the events taking place in and around the locality?  We 
are so lucky to be amidst a community which has so much going on 
and are sure that some of you might also like to meet some neigh-
bours and support those activities - and maybe even have some fun 
in the process!   
 

April 

1 Friday 10-12pm: Sewing Bee at the Rectory Hall (Liz 07825 
017056) 
2 Saturday 7.30pm: GWCS Annual Quiz at the Rectory Hall.  £10 
per head with fish or chicken and chip supper (Pat and Len 
220206) 
10 Sunday 12pm: Annual Parish Meeting at the Rectory Hall 
12 Tuesday 2-4pm: Great and Little Warley WI (Jenny 220085) 
14-16 Thursday to Saturday 7.30pm: Pirates of Penzance 
at Brentwood Theatre by Brentwood Operatic Society 
(Theatre Box Office 200305) 
16 Saturday 2.30-4.30pm: Bluebell Wood Open afternoon with 
tea and cakes!  At Thatched Cottage, Beredens Lane  
22 Friday 4.15pm:  Church stained glass windows visit at St. 
Mary The Virgin with ‘Friends of Ely Cathedral’   
27 Wednesday 12.50pm: Ladies Lunch at Izumi (Pat 220206) 
28 Thursday 7.30pm: Quiz at the Thatchers Arms  
Cost £3 per person - Quizmaster Richard Osborn in aid of the 
Rectory Hall refurbishment fund.   
 

May 

6 Friday 10-12pm: Sewing Bee at the Rectory Hall  
7 Saturday 8pm: Bra-vissima Ladies Choir at St Marys  
Tickets cost £10 each or £5 children/students from Celia Hatt 
01277 213823 or on the door   
10 Tuesday 2-4pm: Great and Little Warley WI 
12-14 May 8pm: ‘Female Transport’ by the New Venture Players 
at Brentwood Theatre (Box Office 200305) 
26 Thursday 8pm: GWCS AGM at the Rectory Hall 
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VILLAGE NEWS 

 

Warley Place 
 

Some of the daffodils at Warley Place came 
out in January this year, a few even in Decem-
ber.  But the cold weather in late February and 
March has made them last amazingly well, and 
now over the Easter Weekend there was a 
tremendous show of daffodils in the meadows 
and all over the reserve.  There are some 
snowdrops still out too, and many blue scil-
las.  If you have not visited Warley Place this 
spring, please come as soon as you can.  We 
have two more Spring Bulb Spectacular week-
ends, on 2 - 3 April and 9 - 10 April.  There are 
guided walks on 2 and 9 April at 10.30am, if 
you would like to know a few of the secrets of 
Warley Place.  You can visit during the week 
too, but no dogs, please, and of course dona-
tions are always welcome. 
 

Many thanks to the Conservation Society 
members who volunteered to help with the 
weekends this spring. It has been cold at 
times, but on the few days of warm weather 
we were really busy, with well over 400 visi-
tors in a day. 
 

A pair of mandarin ducks have been seen by 
several people on the South Pond.  We hope 
they will nest in the reserve. 

Photographs courtesy of Mick Hedges 

Great & Little Warley Cricket Club 
 

Villagers and also supporters of the local 
theatre group The New Venture Players 
got together on March 4th for an enjoya-
ble evening of murder mystery solving 
staged at, and in aid of, Great & Little 
Warley Cricket Club and the drama group. 
The cricket club was in dire need of funds 
and its future looking questionable when 
Len Grundy and I, in response to a re-
quest for possible help from the Conser-
vation Society, attended a crisis meeting 
with the cricket club committee and rep-
resentatives of the playing team that has 
been most recently based there. After 
that it looked very uncertain that its 2016 
playing season would go ahead and so I 
suggested that my theatre company 
would be prepared to stage a joint fund 
raising evening. The New Venture Players 
have always had to raise funds to cover 
substantial fixed overheads and since we 
started back in 1979 have staged various 
events to keep afloat. In recent years we 
have staged Murder Mystery evenings 
across East London, Essex and Suffolk. 

The evening raised over £260 for each 
beneficiary and it seemed everyone en-
joyed a different type of social gathering 
in the Village. Various scenes were enact-
ed all of which contained clues for the 
audience and then, twice during the even-
ing, the actors visited each table to be 
interrogated. 

There has been very good news since in 
that the Cricket Club have now found a 
new team which has paid a substantial 
deposit to play there this Summer. So the 
future looks more rosy as that, plus the 
funds raised from the event, has helped 
the Club take some steps to rebalancing 
its books. 

Linda Beaney 
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VILLAGE NEWS 

 

BBC Essex Visits Warley Place 
 

On Sunday 21 February Warley Place was fea-
tured on the BBC Essex Quest programme.  The 
two presenters had to find their way to Warley 
Place from their previous stop at Thorndon Hall 
using the following clue:   
 

Macqueen tunnelled out to find Mainwaring’s ri-
val. 
Denmark Street’s nickname was between the dev-
il and the deep blue sea. 
 

The presenters were not allowed to use maps or 
sat. nav., and their only guidance was from lis-
teners phoning in with the solution to the clue 
and with directions on how to get there. 
Would you have been able to find your way to 
Warley Place using that clue? 
The solution is posted on the notice board in the 
car park at Warley Place. 
 

When the presenters arrived, they conducted a 
short interview with me about the history of 
Warley Place and all the snowdrops and daffo-
dils which had appeared so early this year.  They 
then went off to the next location, using a clue 
which had been emailed to me secretly a couple 
of days earlier.  It led them to the Wool Market 
at Horndon-on-the-Hill. 
 

The presenters have to get to five locations 
within the three hour Sunday morning radio pro-
gramme.  The locations are all in Essex, and each 
is within fifteen miles of the previous one (as 
the crow flies).    

Fiona Agassiz 

Presenters from the BBC Essex Quest  
Programme 

 

Quiz Night in aid of the Rectory Hall  
Refurbishment 

 

On Thursday 18 February Richard Osborn 
organised and hosted a very entertaining 
quiz evening at the Thatchers in aid of the 
refurbishment of the Rectory Hall.  There 
were twelve tables of competitors taking 
part, plus one person who did it on his own, 
and a total of £201 was raised.  Very many 
thanks to Richard and to Geoff Bowmer for 
all their encouragement with the Rectory 
hall project. 
The main hall is now finished, and we hope 
that the second toilet and the outer lobby 
will be completed very soon.  If you are in-
terested in hiring the hall, please contact 
Helen on 227557. 

Local WI Groups 
 

The Great and Little Warley WI meet every 
second Tuesday at the Childerditch Village 
Hall between 2-4pm.  New members are al-
ways welcome - please call Jenny on 220085 
for more information. 

At most WI groups after conducting the 
business for the month there is a different 
speaker usually followed by refreshments 
and it is a good chance to meet some new 
people and get involved in some new activi-
ties. 

Brentwood and the surrounding areas are 
lucky to have many different WI groups 
which meet at various times of the day.  If 
an afternoon meeting doesn’t suit you , 
then visit the WI website to find out about 
other groups in the area and the times they 
meet. 

Please look at WWW.TheWI.org.uk to find 
out much more about this amazing organi-
sation and the work they do.  These days 
it’s not all about jam and Jerusalem! 

Liz Francis 
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READER’S LETTERS 

M25 Road Signs 
 

After a long campaign, the notices on the B186 
directing drivers to the M25 were finally erected 
on Tuesday 29 March.  We would like to thank 
the members of the GWCS, our local councillors 
and Essex County  Council who helped to 
achieve this result. 

 Liz Francis 
 

Extracts from the St Marys Annual 
Report 2015 

 

Our church family saw many new faces during 
2015, and we were happy to welcome new parish-
ioners who have moved into the local area and 
also those who have decided to exchange their 
marriage vows at St. Marys. Although not a new 

face, in October we formally welcomed Rev’d 
Adrian McConnaughie as an Associate Priest in the 
benefice. He had been informally helping us over 
a couple of years; and though working full-time as 
a teacher and Chaplain at the Brentwood School, 
he was formally licensed to serve in the Benefice 
for two Sundays each month. His licensing gave us 
an opportunity to welcome his wife Sarah and 
three sons, Caolan, Jonty and Dowie. 2015 marked 
a turning point in the life of the Rectory Hall; 
thanks to the help of many local friends, a grant 
from the council and surplus furniture from Essex 
County Fire and Rescue, the Rectory Hall has been 
redecorated and transformed into a usable space 
for church and community use - A huge thank you 
to all who contributed to, and who continue to 
assist with this project. The past year also gave an 
opportunity for the Benefice to host a Confirma-
tion Service. The service in November was led by 
Bishop John and marked the first Confirmation in 
the parish of St. Mary the Virgin, since 1996. The 
past year also gave us cause to mark the passing 
of some folks who were dear to St. Mary’s. In Jan-
uary the Rev’d Frances Drake passed away after 
battling a prolonged illness - Frances had been a 
regular face at St. Mary’s, taking Sunday services 
and weddings. In February both Barbara Crane 
and John Young passed away. Barbara had been a 
long standing part of our church life - helping on 
Sunday mornings and ringing our church bells for 
weddings and services. Her funeral service was 
held at St. Marys and her ashes interred in a family 
grave in the churchyard. John Young’s funeral was 
also held at St. Mary’s, John married Violet at the 
church and went on to become a member of the 
PCC, following his funeral his ashes were also in-
terred in the churchyard. Turning to those who 
have helped in the Benefice, in 2015 we celebrated 
the ministry of David Petterson with a service and 
afternoon tea, David had been a Reader in the 
Benefice and occasionally preached and led ser-
vices at St. Mary’s. The celebration marked a 
winding down of his active involvement in minis-
try and gave opportunity for us to thank him for 
his valuable contribution. In May we said a fond 
farewell to our Rural Dean, Rev’d Ian Jorysz, who 
had been the vicar of St. Peters, South Weald for 
19 Years. He moved to take up a new post as sen-
ior Chaplain to the Bishop of Manchester. His post 
as Rural Dean was filled by Rev’d Paul Hamilton, 
Rector of Ingrave.  

Bluebell Wood Open Afternoon 
 

The bluebell wood at Thatched Cottage, 
Beredens Lane, though presently green will 
shortly be a blue haze. It is home to foxes, 
badgers, rabbits, pheasants and other birds 
with muntjac and buzzards visiting. 
 

You are invited to come and see it on April 16th 
between 2.30 and 4.30 pm, with tea and cakes 
too! 

Eileen Fife 

Path clearing on Warley Road 

Thank you from walkers and dog walkers to 
Lawrence, Helen, Christine, Linda, Fiona and 
David, who on a cold day reclaimed the foot-
path and cut back the overhanging branches 
and bushes in Warley Road making it easier 
and safer to walk and cross to Beredens Lane.  

Eileen Fife 
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Annual Parish Meeting 
10th April 12pm Rectory Hall 

 

Please come along and find out what we 
have been doing at your church in the last 
year.  We will be electing members of the 
PCC, and studying the annual report. If you 
can't make it to the meeting please come 
into church, and take a copy of the report 
to study. 

 

Open Days at the Church 
 

St Mary’s is open to visitors every Thursday 
afternoon, 2.00 – 3.30pm from now until 
the end of October, as well as on Bank Holi-
day Mondays, 12 noon – 4.00pm.  After the 
11am service on Sunday mornings is also a 
good time to visit, if you are unable to join 
the congregation for the service itself.  
Please bring your friends to see our very 
special Arts and Crafts / Art Nouveau 
church. 
 

Wedding 
26th March  

Steven Young and Charlotte Gormer 
 

‘O Lord God, give thy blessing on those whom thou 

hast drawn together in love, surround them with thy 

protective care, build their home, and make it to be 

an abode of peace and light’ 
 

Funeral 
3rd March   

Dr Laughlan (formerly GP in Harold Wood) 
 

Church Stained Glass Windows 
 

On Friday, 22 April at 4.15pm a coach of visi-
tors from the ‘Friends of Ely Cathedral’ will 
be at St Mary’s Church.  They will have with 
them an expert on stained glass windows, 
who will tell them all about the windows in 
our church.  Their organiser has very kindly 
extended an invitation for anybody who is 
interested in stained glass to join them on 
this visit.  Please feel free just to come 
along. 
 

Bra-vissima Ladies Choir  
 

Please come along and join us on 7th May 
at 8pm when we will be visited once again 
at St Mary’s by the very talented Bra-
vissima ladies choir.  They will perform their 
Composers Concert and refreshments will 
be served afterwards in the Rectory Hall.  
The cost is £10 per person or £5 for stu-
dents/children and the proceeds from the 
evening are going towards a music therapy 
charity.   
 

Tickets are available in advance from Celia 
Hatt 01277 213823 or on the door.  

 
CHURCH NEWS  - WWW.STMARYGREATWARLEY.WEEBLY.COM 

ST. MARY THE VIRGIN  

Date Time Service 

3 April 11.00am Morning Prayer 

10 April 8.00am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

17 April 
 

11.00am 
 

Morning Prayer and 
Baptism 

24 April 11.00am Holy Communion 

1 May 11.00am Morning Prayer 

8 May 
 

8.00am 
11:00am 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

15 May 11.00am Morning Prayer 

22 May 11.00am Holy Communion 

29 May 11.00am Morning Prayer 

Clergy Robert Binks 01277 220428 Rob.binks@me.com 

Church wardens: Helen Burgess 01277 227557 Helen.burgess1@gmail.com 

 David Hawthorne 01245 329284 David@hawthorne.myzen.co.uk 

For visits and guided tours Fiona Agassiz 01277 230436 Fionaagassiz@hotmail.com 

Church Address St Mary The Virgin Great Warley Street  CM13 3JP 

mailto:david@hawthorne.myzen
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LOCAL EVENTS & SPONSORS 

   
 

 
 

 

Ursuline Preparatory School 
Brentwood, Essex 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ursuline Preparatory School is an Independent 
Catholic day School  for children from 3 to 11  
years of age of all denominations and faiths.  The 
School is located in a large Georgian house on  the 
outskirts of Brentwood within easy reach of the  
M25 and other major roads.  We offer our children 
a happy and caring  environment and encourage 
excellence in all areas of school life. For further 
information and a detailed  prospectus  please con-
tact:                               
Mrs. P. Wilson. (MSc) Headteacher.   
Telephone No. 01277 227152 
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LOCAL NEWS 

Local Residents Press For Speed Limit 
Enforcement 

 

You may already be aware that several local 
residents of Warley Street and Warley Road 
were recently involved in a community 
speed watch initiative supported by Essex 
Police. Driven by Warley St resident David 
Greest, vehicle speeds were radar gun moni-
tored and the data provided to Essex Police. 
Unfortunately little resulted from that but, 
with the help of the data, I pressed Essex 
County Council for action. 
On Warley Road, with speed check warning 
signs placed some distance away and opera-
tors clad in high viz jackets, an average of 
one vehicle per minute was recorded at in 
excess of 36 mph (the level we were allowed 
to record them at in a 30mph zone.) With 
the help and support of Essex County Coun-
cillor David Kendall, a rubber strip monitor 
was placed on Warley Road close to the 
cricket club. It is at that point where vehicles 
are building up to the greatest speed in spite 
of a number of hidden driveways and road 
curves. The results revealed that average 
speeds of the over 8,000 per day vehicles 
that use it, are at dangerous levels and so I 
have pressed for speed calming measures, 
ideally in the form of a camera. Apparently 
Brentwood has a very low level of cameras 
and, frighteningly, it takes a fatality to get 
one. However, as we need something that 
will help deter speeds being built up that 
have led to a spate of accidents by the War 
Memorial/ The Thatchers and also at the 
Stoneyhills House bend, it seems the most 
we can get is a double sided flashing 30mph 
sign that is activated by speeding cars. It’s 
important that it is double sided as speeding 
is equally excessive in both directions at that 
point. Essex County Council’s highways de-
partment will now undertake the necessary 
survey and after that we should get an indi-
cation of when it is to be provided. Let’s 

hope that takes less time than unbending 
the Thatchers Arms chevron (eighteen 
months and still no date)!! 
In the meantime, we are now also pressing 
ECC to extend the 30mph area West to the 
M25 on Warley Road. It is hardly surprising 
there are so many accidents at the Ston-
eyhills bend when the speed limit is 60mph!! 
The recent Warley Street rubber strip survey 
results are awaited and I hope to be able to 
report on the findings at the GWCS AGM. 
In the meantime, let’s hope for safe walking, 
drive emerging, cycle and horse riding for 
all............ 

Linda Beaney     

  

Brentwood  Community Print 
Once again we would like to thank the 
staff at Brentwood Community Print who 
produce our newsletter in rapid time and 
to such a high quality.  They can be con-
tacted on 01277 849021 - speak to Tim or 
Tony.  Their email is info@ 
brentwoodcommunityprint.org.uk.   
The Keys, Eagle Way, Warley CM133BP 

HATCH ROOFING SERVICES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SLATING * TILING* 

THREE LAYER HIGH *  

PERFORMANCE FELT* UPVC  

FASCIAS AND SOFFITS * GUTTERING *  

LEADWORK  TO  

PERIOD BUILDINGS *  

NEW OR REPAIR WORK  

 

CALL  BRIAN FOR FREE  EXPERT  

ADVICE & QUOTATION   

NO JOB TOO SMALL  

 

01277 824309:  07753 838836 
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OUR SPONSORS 

The Thatcher's Arms Public House, 
Great Warley, 01277 233535. 

 
Dating from the 15th century, offers a relaxed 
and friendly atmosphere serving home-cooked 
pub food and a fine selection of ales including a 
range locally sourced from Brentwood Brewery.  
                        

Breakfast Special 

available daily  

(Tea/Coffee/Toast & 

Jam ) for just £2.95.   

 

We also cater for 

Private Parties  

25% discount per booking on Food  

Orders Only every TUESDAY night  

from 6pm on presentation of 

this voucher. 

  

DATE   

USED:       


