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Remembrance Sunday 
The focus of the service on Remembrance Sunday was those 
who had died in the first and second world wars, and those 
servicemen and women from Essex who have lost their lives in 
more recent conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. We particularly 
remembered the relentless battle of Passchendaele which end-
ed 100 years ago with 
more than 200,000 lives 
being lost.  
In church and at the 
War Memorial the 
standard of the Warley 
Troop was paraded. The 
standard bearer was Cpl 
Burridge. During the 
service the names were 
read by David Wellings, 
Lt B Pearce, and Cpl 
Wass read the Kohima 
epitaph.  Lawrence read 
the verses by Lawrence Binyon. The lesson readers were Lt 
Buckell, and David Fife. The collection was taken by Cdt Morris 
and L/Cpl Shaw. Staff Sergeant Galley is the Warley Troop Com-
mander. Also in attendance was Major Coffin. The moving 
service was followed by a ceremony at the War Memorial, 
when the wreath was laid by Cdt Raymond, and the hymn was 

played by Colin 
Hawkins on accordi-
on. During the cere-
mony, there was a 
feeling of true re-
spect and remem-
bering of all those 
who gave 
their lives for our 
future. 

Helen Burgess 
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VILLAGE NEWS 

 

Help with the War Memorial in 
Great Warley 

 

It would be wonderful if we could get the 
War memorial listed by Historic England 
before the 100th anniversary next year. 
We may also be eligible for a grant to fully 
restore the memorial. If any one feels they 
could help with this please let me know. 

Helen Burgess 
 

Harvest Supper 
 

The evening of Saturday 7th October saw a 
good gathering at the Rectory Hall to enjoy 
the joint Church/Conservation Society Har-
vest Supper. A terrific array of home made 
dishes and puds were heartily enjoyed by 
everyone and the evening was made all the 
more enjoyable by the mellow tones and 
excellent repertoire of Great Warley’s very 
own chanteuse - “Rozie-T” ( pictured).  

A huge thanks is due to all those who kindly 
cooked such delicious hot mains and des-
serts and helped make the event so suc-
cessful. 

The profits from this event, help to offset 
the production costs of The Lychgate and 
the upkeep of St Mary The Virgin Church. 

Linda Beaney 

 

Diary Dates 
 

December 
1 Friday 10-1pm: Sewing Bee at the Rectory 
Hall  
2 Saturday 10am: Leaf clearing at St Mary’s 
10 Sunday 6.30pm: Nine lessons and carol ser-
vice at St. Mary’s with Bra-vissima 
12 Tuesday 2pm: Great & Little Warley WI at 
Childerditch Village Hall (Pam Tee 01277 
220314) 
13 Wednesday 12.30pm: Ladies Christmas 
Lunch at Mason’s (Pat 01277 220206) 
24 Sunday: 5pm Christingle Service and 
11.30pm Midnight Mass at St Mary’s 
 
 

January 
5 Friday 10-1pm: Sewing Bee at the Rectory 
Hall  (Liz 07825 017056)  
9 Tuesday 2pm: Great & Little Warley WI at 
Childerditch Village Hall 
31 Wednesday 12.50pm: Ladies Lunch at Izumi  
 

  

Rectory Hall Hire available 
 

If you are looking for a venue to hold a club 
meeting or for a party, then please contact 
Helen Burgess about hiring our local Church 
Hall opposite St Mary’s in Great Warley Street. 

The rates are very reasonable for one off or 
regular hires. Helen can be emailed at  
Helen.burgess1@gmail.com or call her on 
01277 227557. 

Brentwood Community Print 
Once again we would like to thank the staff at 
Brentwood Community Print who produce our 
newsletter in rapid time and to such a high 
quality.  Contact Tim or Tony on 01277 849021.  

Info@Brentwoodcommunityprint.org.uk   
The Keys, Eagle Way, Warley CM13 3BP 
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GREAT WARLEY HISTORY - PART 2 

 

 

A brief history of Great Warley Part 2  

- The village in Tudor times, to 1600 
 
Until 1539, the manor of Great Warley was 
owned by Barking Abbey.  The village was 
long and thin, stretching from the out-
skirts of Brentwood in the north to the 
outskirts of the Ockendons in the south.  
The main settlement was in Church Lane, 
where the manor house and the church 
were situated.  The house was the home 
of the bailiff appointed by the Abbess of 
Barking. He was in charge of all the work-
ers and tenants. 
 
A trading post was also growing up at the 
crossroads by our present village green.  
Parts of the cottages still existing around 
the green were already being built.  Two 
Door Cottage is probably the oldest, with 
some timber framing on the first floor da-
ting from the 13th century.  Other cottages 
on the east side of the green partly date 
from early Tudor times, while Wallets and 
the Old Post Office have some 16th Centu-
ry features. 
 
As part of Henry VIII’s dissolution of the 
monasteries, on 10th February 1539 he 
granted the manor of Warley Magna to 
William Gonson, his Admiral of the Fleet.  
The final documents closing Barking Ab-
bey were signed by Dorothy Barley, the 
last Abbess, on 8th November that year.  
From then onwards the whole manor or 
village of Great Warley was in private 
hands.  
 
 There was also a gap in the succession of 
Rectors at this time, with William Downes 
being in charge of the parish from 1522 to 
1539, and no new Rector being appointed 
until 1571.  This was of course a time of 

great turbulence for the church through-
out the country.  The church building was 
the focal point for meetings and social 
occasions. 
 
The manor of Warley Magna passed from 
William Gonson to his son, and then to his 
grandson Benjamin, who was Clerk of the 
Ships.  In 1600 Benjamin Gonson died, and 
the property was divided between his 
four sisters - Thomasina, Anne, Benedicta 
and Ursula. Two other sisters, Elizabeth 
and Avis, had predeceased Benjamin. 
 
Anne was married to Gyles Fleming, and 
they lived at Warley Place, in an earlier 
version of the present house.  There is a 
bust of Gyles Fleming in the vestry of our 
newer church, saved from the wall of the 
old church.  Benedicta and her husband 
Thomas Wallenger lived at Warley Hall by 
the old church and settlement in Church 
Lane.  Ursula and her husband Robert Pe-
terson lived at Clay Tye Farm. 
 
The eldest daughter, Thomasina, lived 
elsewhere with her husband Edward Fen-
ton, but she owned the manorial rights to 
the village, as well as the land to the 
north of the village, including Hartswood.  
Later she married Christopher Browne. 
 
The long, thin village of Great Warley was 
therefore divided in 1600 into four dis-
tinct parts. 
 
Much of this village history is taken from 
‘Warley Magna to Great Warley’ by George 
Harper. 
 

     Fiona Agassiz 
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MESSAGE FROM REV’D ROB AND SPONSORS 

(though our efforts, however extravagant, are 
a poor second to that of heaven). Whichever 
way you celebrate this Christmas season, may I 
wish you and those you love the joy of the An-
gels, the perseverance of the wise men and the 
peace of the Christ-child! 

Rev’d Rob 
 

 

HATCH ROOFING SERVICES 

 

 

 

 

 

SLATING * TILING* 

THREE LAYER HIGH *  

PERFORMANCE FELT* UPVC  

FASCIAS AND SOFFITS * GUTTERING *  

LEADWORK  TO  

PERIOD BUILDINGS *  

NEW OR REPAIR WORK  

 

CALL  BRIAN FOR FREE  EXPERT  

ADVICE & QUOTATION   

NO JOB TOO SMALL  

 

01277 824309:  07753 838836 

Ursuline Preparatory School 
Brentwood, Essex 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ursuline Preparatory School is an Independent 
Catholic day School  for children from 3 to 11  years of 
age of all denominations and faiths.  The School is 
located in a large Georgian house on  the outskirts of 
Brentwood within easy reach of the  M25 and other 
major roads.  We offer our children a happy and caring  
environment and encourage excellence in all areas of 
school life. For further information and a detailed  pro-
spectus  please contact:                               
Mrs. P. Wilson. (MSc) Headteacher.   
Telephone No. 01277 227152 

 
 

Message from Rev’d Rob Binks 
 

The first of December is the time we most read-
ily associate with the start of Advent! The Ad-
vent calendar as we know it, doesn’t just dis-
pense daily rations of chocolate, it serves also 
as a key indicator of the building levels of chil-
dren’s SED (Seasonal Excitement Disorder), 
rated on a scale of 1-24.  Each day as Christmas 
approaches the level of disorder increases by 
another increment, until Christmas Eve when 
the excitement for many or our youngest can 
hardly be contained any longer! At the other 
end of the spectrum, the season is often cri-
tiqued by the old-guard as being filled with 
hype and excess and not a reflection of the 
true significance of the season. But is this a fair 
comment or a subtle hint that Mr Scrooge had 
a valid point to make - should the coming days 
be an occasion to embrace the excitement and 
excess or should it be a time for measured re-
straint? It may come as a surprise to think of 
the Bible’s Old Testament as a form of slow 
running Advent calendar, as each of the 39 
books is opened, expectation and excitement 
builds, towards an advent moment!  The excite-
ment is slow burning and measured, as the Old 
Testament draws to a close there fol-
lows……….silence, having begun to relay the 
greatest story ever told and having built-up the 
hopes of many, 400 years of silence follows - a 
Christmas Eve lasting approx.146,000 days! The 
first page of the New Testament then con-
fronts us with the excitement bursting out of 
the heavens, radiant messenger-angels tearing 
through the fabric of the space time continuum 
(sorry a Back to the Future moment) choirs of 
angels singing their hearts out to everyday 
folks who have not seen or heard anything like 
it before, all because God had chosen to bring 
all his promises and dreams together for hu-
manity in the birth of the Christ-child! In 
Church, the days of Advent still seek to reflect 
the measured restraint of the Old Testament - a 
time of looking ahead, waiting, preparing and 
reflecting, but the moment of Christmas is our 
opportunity to pull together with others and 
join-in with the fun and excitement of heaven 
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Christmas services at Great Warley 
We have just started our preparations for 
Christmas. Advent begins on December 4th. Do 
come and join us at any service, but we are all 
eagerly anticipating our Candle lit Nine Lessons 
and Carols service on 10th December at 
6.30pm. We shall be joined by the wonderful 
Bra-vissima who will lead the congregational 
carols and allow our thoughts to dwell on high-
er things with their ethereal singing. 
Following this service their will be a glass of 
wine and mince pie in the Rectory Hall. 
On Christmas Eve we have 2 services. A 
Christingle Service at 5.00pm, for the young, 
and the young at heart! At 11.30pm we have 
the traditional start to Christmas with a bene-
fice midnight Mass by candle light. 

Helen Burgess 

Christmas.... Help!! 
 

Please do come and decorate the church on 9th 
December at 10am onwards. We need to get the 
Christmas tree up, and the candles in place ready 
for the Carol Service . Tall folk desperately needed! 
 

 

Peter Proud 
 

We are sad to report the death of Peter 
Proud on 14 November.  There will be a ser-
vice of remembrance for him in St Mary’s 
Church at 1.00pm on Monday 4th December, 
followed by light refreshments in the Rectory 
Hall. All family and friends are warmly invit-
ed.  The church service will be preceded by 
the cremation at Corbets Tey at 11.40am, 
mainly for members of Peter’s family. 
 
Peter was a Church Warden for many years 
at St Mary’s, and he was a real ‘pillar of the 
church’.  He was in charge of the churchyard 
too, as well as showing people round the 
church on Open Days and on pre-arranged 
guided tours.  
 
Peter was ably helped by his wife Brenda, 
who sang in the choir in the early days, was 
in charge of tea-making on many occasions, 
and did a large amount of gardening in the 
churchyard too.  We send our sympathy to 
her and to their family. 
 
A longer obituary for Peter will appear in the 
next edition of the Great Warley Lychgate 
newsletter. 

 
CHURCH NEWS  - WWW.STMARYGREATWARLEY.WEEBLY.COM 

ST. MARY THE VIRGIN  

 
Date 

 
Time 

 

 
Service 

 

3 December 11am Morning Prayer 

10 December 
 

11am 
6.30pm 

Holy Communion 
Nine Lessons & Carols 

17 December 11am Morning Prayer 

24 December 
 

5pm 
11.30pm 

Christingle Service 
Midnight Mass 

25 December 
 

10.30am 
 

Parish Communion at 
Christ Church  

31 December 11am Morning Prayer 

7 January 11am Morning Prayer 

14 January 11am Holy Communion 

21 January 11am Morning Prayer 

28 January 11am Holy Communion 

Clergy Robert Binks 01277 220428 Rob.binks@me.com 

Church wardens: Helen Burgess 01277 227557 Helen.burgess1@gmail.com 

 Stephen Brabner 07767475531  stephenbrabner@rocketmail.com  

For visits and guided tours Fiona Agassiz 01277 230436 Fionaagassiz@hotmail.com 

Church Address St Mary The Virgin Great Warley Street  CM13 3JP 

Baptism 
 

26th November - Nancy Bowler (who will 
be getting married at St Mary’s in 2018) 
 

‘Shine as a light in the world to the glory of 
God’ 

 

Internment of ashes 
 

8th October - Derek John Constantine in the 
family grave 

mailto:stephenbrabner@rocketmail.com
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CHURCH NEWS  - WWW.STMARYGREATWARLEY.WEEBLY.COM 

 

Dr Mervyn Medlock  
and Mrs Audrey Medlock 

 

Dr Mervyn and Audrey Medlock lived in The 
Lodge, Warley Road for thirty years. They 
died at home within twelve days of each 
other during October 2017 after 65 years of 
marriage. They were devoted to each oth-
er, and were a highly respected couple 
who will be greatly missed by the commu-
nity. 

 

Mervyn and Audrey met at Guys Hospital 
during 1943 when Audrey was on a mid-
wifery course. They married on August 
16th, 1952 and were blessed with their chil-
dren Mark, Joanne (Jo), Penelope (Penny), 
and grandchildren Katie and Sarah.  

Mervyn had a vocation as a hospital doctor 
specialising in infectious diseases, having 
worked at The London, Joyce Green, St 
Anne’s (Tottenham), Hackney and Rush 
Green Hospitals. At one stage he was Doc-
tor to the late King Hussein of Jordan! 
Audrey left nursing to bring up their chil-
dren.  

                                            
Audrey and Mervyn were a familiar sight 
around the village, especially on their 
morning walks with their succession of 
dogs across the local fields. Mervyn had 
been involved in the Great and Little War-

ley Cricket Club, Warley Conservation Soci-
ety and was Clerk to the Trustees of Head-
ley Common.   

Audrey did ten years voluntary service with 
the Citizens’ Advice Bureau and she also 
volunteered part time at St Francis Hos-
pice, Havering-atte-Bower. Her spare time 
activities included pottery and painting fig-
urines.   

Mervyn was a keen gardener and he pro-
duced a glorious display of delphiniums & 
fuchsias every year. He could often to be 
found ‘hiding’ in his greenhouse. Thursday 
afternoons for Mervyn usually involved a 
session at Thorndon Park Golf Club, where 
he was seen as ‘father of the club’.  

Lawrence Grundy 
 

Leaf Clearing in 
Great Warley Churchyard 

 

In spite of damp weather, nine people turned 
up in the churchyard to clear the leaves on Sat-
urday 4th November.  Many thanks to everyone 
who took part – it meant that the ground was 
fairly clear for the parade on Remembrance 
Sunday. 
The next leaf clearing date is Saturday 2nd De-
cember, 10am onwards.  Please come and help 
us then if possible, and bring gloves and a rake 
if you can.  It really is a case of ‘the more the 
merrier!’  And you will be treated to coffee and 
biscuits too – see the photo of many of the vol-
unteers last time. 
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OUR SPONSORS 
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OUR SPONSORS 

The Thatcher's Arms Public House, 
Great Warley, 01277 233535. 

 
Dating from the 15th 
century, offers a re-
laxed and friendly 
atmosphere serving 
home-cooked pub 
food and a fine se-
lection of ales includ-
ing a range locally 
sourced from Brent-

wood Brewery.  
                        

Breakfast Special 

available daily  

(Tea/Coffee/Toast 

& Jam) for just 

£2.95.   

 

We also cater for Private Parties  

25% discount per booking on Food  

Orders Only every TUESDAY night  

from 6pm on presentation of this  

voucher. 

  

DATE   

USED:       


