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EDITORIAL TEAM: 
 

Liz Francis 

Fiona Agassiz 

Len Fryatt 

Helen Burgess 

Tel:  07825 017056  

 

Next edition: 

June/July 2014.  All 

contributions by 31st 

May 2014 please. 
 

STOP PRESS 

Please send all contri-
butions to Liz at: 
GreatWarleyLychgate 
@yahoo.co.uk 

 
LYCHGATE BY EMAIL 

We are pleased that 
93 of our readers 
now receive their 
Newsletter as a pdf 
file via email.   
 
If you have email and 
would like your 
Lychgate hot off the 
press (with all colour 
photographs) please 
let us know so we can 
reduce our printing 
costs.   
 
If you would like a 
printed copy then 
please also let us 
know as we deliver all 
round the village. 
 

 

GREAT WARLEY LYCHGATE 

April / May 2014 

 

 

Village News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Licensing and Installation Service for  
the Rev. Robert Binks 

 

Our new priest in charge, Rob Binks, was installed at a packed ser-
vice in Christ Church on the evening of Wed. 26 February 2014.  He 
was licensed by the Bishop of Bradwell and installed by the Arch-
deacon of Chelmsford.  
Several members of the congregations of both St Mary’s and Christ 
Church took part in the service. At one point the four Church War-
dens handed Robert the keys of each church and a map of each 
parish. The service had many traditional elements, including pro-
cessing to the font, the lectern, the prayer desk and the altar, 
where appropriate items were handed to Robert. 
Rob and his wife Nicola and his children Daniel and Chloe were 
then welcomed to Warley and Great Warley by members of both 
congregations, and also by the Mayor of Brentwood, by the Lay 
Chairman of the Brentwood Deanery, by a member of one of the 
other church denominations in Brentwood, and by Phil Smith, 
Chairman of the Great Warley Conservation Society. 
The service was followed by refreshments served in the hall at 
Christ Church. 
We hope that Rob and his family will enjoy living and working in 
Warley and Great Warley.       
                         Fiona Agassiz 
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VILLAGE NEWS 

 

 

Conservation Society News 
 

The AGM of the Conservation Society will be held 
in the Rectory Hall on Thursday, 15 May at 8.00pm.  
All village residents are welcome to come, includ-
ing our new arrivals.  Various issues of importance 
to the village will be discussed, and the formal 
meeting will be followed by a social get-together 
over a glass of wine. 
 

GWCS Quiz Evening 
 

On 15 March at the Rectory Hall around 50 villag-
ers, family and friends split into teams and went 
head to head for a quiz evening.  Our question-
masters were Linda Beaney and helpers and the 
evening was most enjoyable.  The questions and 
scoring were expertly handled and in the interval 
we all enjoyed a fish and chip supper.  Many 
thanks to Len and Pat Fryatt for their efforts in 
organising the evening.  The winning team consis-
ited of Mavis and Steve Wright, Richard Osborne, 
Chris and Steve McAllister and Liz and Elli Francis.  
Thank you to everyone who came along to sup-
port this event. 

Litter Picking in Great Warley 
 

The next sessions of  clearing litter from our vil-
lage roads, pavements and verges will 
be Saturday, 17 May.  We will meet at the Thatch-
ers at 10.30am, and go back there a couple of 
hours later for some welcome refreshment.   
Please join us and do your bit to keep our village 
tidy and attractive. The more people who turn up, 
the quicker we can all have a drink!   All equip-
ment, including gloves and hi-viz jackets, will be 
provided. 
We are very grateful to residents who keep the 
roadways outside their houses clear of litter.  For 
fly-tipping, please phone Brentwood Council, 
which is usually quick to respond.  

 

Village Event on 19 July 
 

The Great Warley Conservation Society will be 
holding a social event for all village residents and 
their families on Saturday, 19 July at the Cricket 
Club.  It will probably be a barbecue like our suc-
cessful one last year.  More details will be printed 
in the next edition of the newsletter, but please 
make a note of the date now. 
 

Warley Place Spring Opening 
 

The snowdrops and daffodils have been better 
than ever at Warley Place this year.  The Open 
Weekends will continue until Easter Monday, so 
please come and discover our wild leek and garlic, 
toothwort, anemones and many other wild flow-
ers, also our rhododendrons, magnolias and ca-
mellias, most of which are over 100 years old now.    
We are hoping that the bluebells will be at their 
best for Easter this year.  There are guided walks 
around the reserve on Saturday 5th, 12th and 19th 
April starting at 10.30.   
You can walk round the reserve at any time, but 
please remember that dogs are not allowed, and 
of course the Essex Wildlife Trust is always grate-
ful if you put a donation in the box! 

 

Conservation Area Sign 
 

I am sure that you will have noticed that the sign 
which marks the southern entrance to our Conser-
vation Area has been moved from opposite the 
Forge to just south of the de Rougemont Manor 
hotel.  This follows the extension of the conserva-
tion area at the end of 2012. 
There was a long delay in moving this sign because 
of problems connected with getting planning per-
mission. We are very grateful to Pauline McAllister 
for helping us through this bureaucracy. 
We are also most grateful to Ian Ellingworth who 
gave his time free of charge to erect the sign in its 
new position.   
Also we would like to thank David Wellings, who 
designed all three of our Conservation Area signs 
in 1975.  He repaired and repainted the relocated 
sign before it was put in its new position, and he 
also repainted the two signs at the Warley Road 
entrances to the village.  They have made Great 
Warley look very smart, just in time for all the ex-
tra visitors who have been coming to Warley 
Place. 
           Fiona Agassiz 
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VILLAGE RESIDENTS’ ARTICLES 

 

WI 
 

March 11th saw a celebration as our WI 
reached 65.  34 members were present at 
the meeting and fish and chips were deliv-
ered and washed down with wine and soft 
drinks.  This was followed by trifle and after 
eight mints.  Iris Saunders had baked and 
decorated a large and beautiful birthday 
cake which we enjoyed with tea after.  The 
hall had been very festively decorated with 
a banner and balloons.  Our entertainment 
was from a magician and his clever tricks.  
Our president Jenny Wright  hoped every-
one had enjoyed the meeting and thanked 
everyone for coming.    

 
Stories about the Church 

 

1) THE HOLES IN THE FLOOR! 
Several years ago I had the delight of sharing 
our beautiful church with three classes of ten 
year olds from St Helen’s school. Each group 
was totally different and equally rewarding, 
but one group is memorable for a little boy 
(let us call him Edward) who was a great 
question asker.  I encouraged the children to 
ask questions but Edward was really pushy. 
When I was sharing the beauty and wonder 
of our chancel screen to an attentive sea of 
faces, Edward’s hand went up and without 
further ado he asked ”What are the holes in 
the floor for, Miss?” Like a good teacher I 
threw the question back at him. “Dunno,” he 
said sheepishly.  I threw the question open 
and got some funny answers before a quiet 
little girl found the right answer; yes, they 
were heating grills to allow the warmth from 
the underground boiler house to heat the 
nave.  Someone though, had a great idea for 
raising money- well pennies. Perhaps she had 
been to the Trevi fountain in Rome but she 
averred, ”It’s for throwing money down, 
Miss!” 
 

 
 

 

2) THE PROBLEMS OF COMPLETING A  
CONTRACT ON TIME: 
Even in the early 1900s contracts weren’t fin-
ished on time. 
We have proof that certain things were miss-
ing in the first instance.  We have an early 
photo in our records showing the reredos 
with the lovely pewter poppy panels miss-
ing.  They were obviously installed at a later 
date. 
Then there was our famous lighting, sup-
posed to be amongst the first electric lights 
ever and therefore called electroliers; appar-
ently, according to some of our very elderly 
parishioners, oil lighting was used at first. 
Did you know at the beginning the nave walls 
sported baize curtains where there is now 
that wonderful panelling inlaid with mother-
of-pearl?  I wonder if that was because the 
money temporarily ran out? 
The font was not installed at the beginning- 
watch this space! 
The church garden too was not complete.  It 
is said the early boundary to the west was 
where the pleached lime trees stand to-
day.  The apsidal end to the garden, mirroring 
the chancel apse, must have been acquired 
later and the original poplar trees were prob-
ably not planted till after the 1914-18 
war.  Since then one of the major changes to 
the original project was the replacement of 
the poplars in 1986 
 When most of them were found to be rotten 
after one of them fell, fortunately not causing 
too much damage.  But that is another story! 

Janet Miller 

Brentwood  Community Print 
 

Once again we would like to thank the staff at 
Brentwood Community Print who produce our 
newsletter in rapid time and to such a high quali-

ty.  They can be contacted on 01277 849021 - 
speak to Tim or Tony.  Their email address is 
info@brentwoodcommunityprint.org.uk.   
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Annual Parish Meeting 
 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be on 13th April 
at the Rectory Hall.  Do come and join us to re-
view the accounts, reflect on progress, and 
elect a new PCC. We really need your support. 
The meeting will start at 12 midday after the 
11am service. We will be serving coffee, cakes 
and biscuits! 
Helen Burgess and Fiona Agassiz  
Churchwardens 
 

Great Warley Church Open Days 
 

We will be open on: 
Easter Monday  21st April 12 to 4pm 
May Bank holiday 5th May 12 to 4pm 
Spring Bank Holiday 26th May 12 to 4 pm 
We welcome visitors to our unique " pearl" 
church. 
 

Church Website 
 

Our church website is up and running and kept 
up to date with service information.  Please 
take the time to have a look at it:  
www.stmarygreatwarley.weebly.com.  

 

 
New Noticeboard for St Mary’s Church 

 

We are delighted that at last the new church 
noticeboard is in place, after long delays due to 
planning procedures.  The contact details for 
the Rev. Robert Binks and the times of the ser-
vices will be added at a later date, when the 
service times have finally been confirmed. 
The noticeboard was designed by David 
Wellings and made by Alan Sharp.  It was do-
nated by the Wellings and the Sharp families in 
memory of their children who have died.  It 
was erected by Ian Ellingworth.  We thank 
them all very much indeed for all the time and 
effort which they put in to this project. 
The noticeboard is situated just beside the 
Lychgate, which is a Grade 2 listed building.   An 
arts and crafts specialist who visited St Mary’s 
on 29 March remarked spontaneously how well 
the noticeboard matched the design of the 
Lychgate.  He did not realise that the board had 
only just been erected. 
 

 
CHURCH NEWS 

ST. MARY THE VIRGIN  

Date Time Service 

6 April 11:00am Holy Communion 

13 April 8.00am 
11:00am 

Holy Communion 
Palm Sunday Matins 

18 April 
 

2.00pm 
 

Reflections for Good 
Friday 

20 April 
 

11.00am 
 

Easter Communion 
and Baptism 

27 April 
 

8.00am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion  
Matins 

4 May 11:00am Holy Communion 

11 May 
 

8.00am 
11:00am 

Holy Communion 
Matins 

18 May 11:00am Holy Communion 

25 May 8.00am 
11:00am 

Holy Communion 
Matins 

1 June 11.00am Holy Communion 

Clergy Robert Binks 01277 220428 Rob.binks@me.com 

Church wardens Helen Burgess 01277 227557 helen.burgess1@gmail.com 

  Fiona Agassiz 01277 230436 fionaagassiz@hotmail.com 
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CHURCH  AND SCHOOL NEWS 

      

Church Announcements  
 

 

Wedding 

22nd February Carly Brown & Will Morrell 
 

" May God unite their hearts in true  
sympathy and love"   

 

School News 
 

To celebrate the start of their Book week, chil-
dren at the Ursuline Prep School dressed up as 
characters from the book that their particular 
class was studying. Each class was asked to 
choose a book featuring a different country and 
the choices were many and varied. At a special 
assembly, all the children had an opportunity to 
tell the school about their class book and to 
show their costumes. During the week each 
class will carry out activities linked to their book 
and entertain other classes with story telling 
and art activities. The children thoroughly en-
joyed dressing up and I am attaching some col-
ourful photos of various classes in costume.  
Pictured are pupils from Upper One- The King 
of the Cloud Forests by Michael Morpurgo  

 

Infant children at the Ursuline Prep have 
had a very busy week. On Tuesday they 
held their Mother's Day Assembly where 
children sang and recited poems to their 
mothers before presenting them with hand-
made gifts, cards and a pot of miniature 
daffodils. The mums were very touched 
by the talent of their young children and 
after the assembly they were treated to tea 
and biscuits. 

Ursuline Preparatory School 
Brentwood, Essex 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ursuline Preparatory School is an Independent 
Catholic day School  for children from 3 to 11  
years of age of all denominations and faiths.  The 
School is located in a large Georgian house on  the 
outskirts of Brentwood within easy reach of the  
M25 and other major roads.  We offer our children 
a happy and caring  environment and encourage 
excellence in all areas of school life. For further 
information and a detailed  prospectus  please con-
tact:                               
Mrs. P. Wilson. (MSc) Headteacher.   
Telephone No. 01277 227152 
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LOCAL EVENTS 

 

 

 Afternoon Tea at The Manor! 
 
 

On a day full of mixed weather last 
month a few of us girls from the village 
visited the De Rougemont Manor for 
afternoon tea.  What a lovely few hours 
we spent chatting about all sorts and 
enjoying the ambience and peaceful at-
mosphere of the hotel. 
Starting with precisely cut little sand-

wiches, we progressed through choco-
late cupcakes and fruit filled individual 
flans onto the cream and jam scones 
which were all washed down with what 
seemed like gallons of tea and coffee. 
The weather went from sunshine to 
rain and back again.  Mavis moaned 
that her washing had got wet and 
would need rinsing through when she 
got home again! 

 It was lovely to 
see some old 
friends and spend 
time with them 
hearing some 
great stories of 
their travels and 
holidays through 
to favourite ho-
tels  and places to 
visit.  We really 
are a mixed bunch 
and are already 
looking forward 
to our next outing 
for tea at the 
manor which we 
have provisionally 
booked for Thurs-
day 1 May.  If any-
one else from the 
village would like 
to join us in our 
next adventure, 
please get in 
touch with me 
(Liz 07825 017056) 

and I will add your 
name to  our res-
ervation.  We look 
forward to seeing 
you there! 
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DIARY DATES AND SPONSORS 

Dates for your Diary 

April: 
8 Tuesday 2-4: WI at Childerditch Village 

Hall 

13 Sunday 12pm: Annual Parish Meeting at 

the Rectory Hall 

21 Monday 12-4: Open day at St Marys 

Great Warley 

23 Wednesday 1pm: Ladies lunch at Izumi.  

Contact Pat (220206) 
 
 

May: 
1 Thursday 1pm: Village Afternoon Tea at 

the De Rougemont Manor.  Please contact Liz 

for details (07825 017056)  

5 Monday 12-4: Open day at St Marys Great  

Warley 

13 Tuesday 2-4: WI at Childerditch Village 

Hall 

15 Thursday 8.pm: GWCS AGM at the  

Rectory Hall 

17 Saturday 10.30: Litter picking meet at 

the Thatchers Arms 

26 Monday 12-4: Open day at St Marys 

Great Warley. 
 

 

HATCH ROOFING  SERVICES 

 

 

 

 

 

SLATING * TILING* 

THREE LAYER HIGH *  

PERFORMANCE FELT* UPVC  

FASCIAS AND SOFFITS * GUTTERING *  

LEADWORK  TO  

PERIOD BUILDINGS *  

NEW OR REPAIR WORK  

 

CALL  BRIAN FOR FREE  EXPERT  

ADVICE & QUOTATION   

NO JOB TOO SMALL  

 

01277 824309;  07753 838836 

The Thatcher's Arms Public House, 
Great Warley, 01277 233535. 

 
Dating from the 15th century, offers a relaxed 
and friendly atmosphere serving home-cooked 
pub food and a fine se-
lection of ales including a 
range locally sourced 
from Brentwood Brew-
ery.  
                        

Breakfast Special 

available daily  

(Tea/Coffee/Toast & 

Jam ) for just £2.95.   

 

25% discount per booking on Food  

Orders Only every TUESDAY night  

from 6pm on presentation of this voucher. 

  

DATE   

USED:       
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VILLAGE PHOTOGRAPHS 

Daffodils on Headley Common 

Daffodils at Warley Place 

GWCS Village Quiz Night 15 March 

Christ Church packed with visitors on 26 February 
at the installation of Revd Robert Binks    


